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o e b o, the king OF all Fish
s no lc’)vuae\r o [!Vlwcj but o woy oF life.

Aw:\ cc)me the da. when T leave the river the sea, .
T Wil sit with wen that were wen when I was a loo«j
And drink. au,c\ talt of Thee wy LOrd, The Saluon, tine tmcj OF all Ftsbx

The estuary once provided a qood living For mony Fishermen.
We, the six saluon wmen and o, Few shvinpers ave all that rewmain,
and ave diminishing everq year.”

Jack Wilkinson, Salmon Netsman for 23 years.




Ten Years of Progress

How It All Started -and Largely Finishes by Autumn 2(

The Origins of FrY — my early, and close to finainvolvement as Chairman

Having retired from my mainstream job of County\&ayor and Bridgemastef Lancashire CC in 1993,
continued to work from home on a private consulyamasis on issues relating to Motorway Networks
High Speed Rail up to Millenniuryear 2000. Despite arguing for it, from the edi®80s, | failed tc
succeed in seeing th&WV from London to Edinburgh, via Preston, but masthtp help persuade t
Chinese, during visits in 1990 and 1994, to goliGl style rail routes, as well as a motorway netwc
The retirement from the mainstream job in Lancashave me more time tcalk my English Springe
Spaniels along the Yarrow and the Doug

The tidal Douglas below The Red Bridge and nearvgRvarrow outlet gave rise to the first few vessdé
my early FrY poem:

“Crushed cans and plastic bottles
That litter so much ground

Loud music from car radios
Create unwanted sound”

The unwanted music arose from youngster’s parkeslateRed Bridg+ invariably the car windows we
left open.

* i e P T R YRR ¥ A P
A e ——

“Our rivers too are burdened

With junk we cast aside

Some banks bedecked with rubbish
And flotsam from the tide”

| was involved with some of the Environment AgeiEA) fishing/environment related s-groups in the
late 1990s and early 2000's. One of the early nembf FrY; Jack Wilkinson, known as Jack Fisimat
local pub; Tle Lord Nelson. Jack was a very active Ribble salm&isman, and was also involved with
EA, representing the local salmon netsmen on thélRiEstuary. Because salmon netting, like sal
fishing, was declining heavily in those years, ggested t¢the Environment Agency that the saln
netsmen be employed netting the flotsam rubbisim fitee tidal section of the lower Yarrow, Douglasl
Ribble. There was initial agreement from represtves of the EA to that suggesti— but like many things
in the modern era it never happereaksk Jack Fish ke will probably know the reason why the id
although acceptable to the netsmen, and many dbtla¢representatives of the EA, did not take @l

Page 1



Walking along the bank of The Yarrow from Crostoori@nill to Eccleston in the late 90s, early 2000s,
was struck by the absence of much sign of a fishtloer river wildlife.
My fourth verse — quoting my feelings about theljpeans of the Yarrow:

“We desecrate our rivers

With so much human waste

We’'re careless with our crop spray
Wind drift and poison laced”

Despite our success in restoring a variety of mgsstildlife on the Yarrow, especially sea-trout aaiimon,
it has been obvious for the last five or six yeghed the problem of a number of fish kills hasrbee
associated with United Utility (UU) outlets, fromh@ley down to Croston. That problem is now being
seriously addressed by UU. Liz Cornelius represghtU on the FrY board in the last few years —aip t
few months ago — she has now moved abroad on athigities. Liz was exceptionally helpful in
responding to our concern about fish kills below bldlets and I'm delighted to say that UU is now
committed to expenditure in the order of £ 3.5dwillin upgrading their outlets in the North Wesiios —
including the Yarrow outlets — very good news far wildlife. Liz has been replaced by another 3idy:
Claire Mallard — welcome to Claire.

Some of the obvious reasons for a restorationsbfdind other wildlife on our lovely Yarrow — apiidm a
total lack of fish-passes at the four weirs areodéd in verses five and six, of my early poem:

“Spawning grounds are silted
Few salmon court the burn

Fish farms pollute our sea lochs
Few Sea-trout now return

Our insect life is threatened
Bird life and fish grow sparse
River banks are trampled
Behold the EU farce”

The absence of migratory fish and the threat, ¢va@nsect life, led to the need for bank side husteips
with fencing and tree planting. Additionally it wassential to construct four fish-passes, andshisflected
in the final verses; seven and eight of my FrYtexlgpoem:

“Supporting more production
Where buffer strips should flank
It's ‘set-aside’ that’s needed
Along the river bank

We go about our business

As though we own this land
Forgetting we’re its guardians
It needs our helping hand”
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The Yarrow, although a relatively small river imgparison with The Ribble or The Douglas, has atleng
around 18 miles. It rises close to Rivington Mawr,Anglezarke Moor, from which it forms a number of
small feeder streams, which drain into a serigge®érvoirs, including one called The Yarrow Reservo
The Yarrow emerges, as a proper river, from RivongReservoir. There are five main tributarieshef t
Yarrow: Lostock, Syd Brook, Cullbeck Brook, Riven@ and Black Brook.

Our early and subsequent FrY initiatives were dyessisted by help from local Environment Agency
representatives. | tried to secure a formal retethip with the EA in the very early days — buthaligh the
local EA individuals were very supportive of thajpaoach - surprise, surprise, their HQ lawyers and
accountants advised against a formal partnershiplitie FrY! However a very useful informal
partnership followed.

The EA Fisheries Officer during the late 90s, e2090; Dafydd Evans, was like his successor orFodr
Board; Darren Wilson, most helpful. Daffyd, whedvesing me on the setting up of FrY, suggested kera
visit to the annual conference of The Tweed Tnwkich | found a most down to earth and helpful sewf
information, particularly for the restoration/inase in salmon population

Daffyd also advised me to seek out helpful locdividuals, with a view to starting up an environran
group, to seek to progress the essential needsdtoring migratory fish as well as other scareenents of
wildlife.

In late 1999/early 2000 - (my memory has gone hegnmi the last few years) - whilst walking the days
the Clayholes fishing lakes, on the Bretherton sid€roston, | came across one of the keen, welikm
local fishermen at that time: John Twinn, who wasr8tary of the local Bretherton Angling Club, dras
been the Editor of our FrY Newsletters in the fast years, as well as our Treasurer, since wedtested. |
told John about Dafydd’s advice to set up a looairenmental group for the Yarrow, and John wayver
enthusiastic in agreeing to the suggestion andgliewolved in the start-up process and continuatibn
running FrY. Another well known local — and alskegen trout/salmon fisherman — a close friend dohd)
Dave Massam was equally enthusiastic about seiprigrY and as all members know, Dave has been the
leader of the riverside walks and with our firstmeer from the Chorley area, John Bamford, who hegads
our FrY Membership initiative, they have been tlve thain ‘movers and shakers’ in bank side actiatych
as tree planting and removal of fallen trees oraasive scale.

Another outstanding local, from Grape Lane, near@nhoston Cornmill; Kath Almond agreed to belong to
FrY, right from the beginning, and became our Sacyefrom Day 1. She has helped in many other ways
and because she is also a member of the Crostah~ayuncil she has been — and continues to beya ve
important link with local related Parish Counciitiatives. She is FrY’s main instrument in cregtin
initiatives, such as the provision of the FrY dmathe Yarrow in Croston, opposite another popplar with
FrY Board members; The Grapes Hotel. Kath is ctiydeading the way, in providing a stone monuntent
Fry’s creation in 2000 at the source of the Yaraivhe top of Anglezarke.

Following my contacts with a number of active lopabple, as suggested by Daffyd Evans, a community
based group known as Friends of River Yarrow (Fayypluntary group, was formed in millennium year
2000 to identify and address issues that impaah tipe@ environmental quality of the River Yarrows, it
tributaries, and its surroundings, with the oveoaljective of improving the habitat for a wide ranaf
species. The emphasis was on taking action todemdentified problems, such as bank erosion,
obstructions to flow and the creation of fish-pasaeweirs, which prevent or make it difficult fmigratory
fish to reach the more productive spawning growrmdream.
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FrY’s Specific Aims

These remain as reported in its first Action Pisfollows:
to improve water quality
improve wildlife habitat
encourage the development of sustainable fish ptipuk by controlling erosion, buffering pollution
and removal of in-river obstructions to wildlife
to raise awareness of river issues and to ideapifyortunities for education.

Education

From the start we put a great deal of emphasisigaging local community interest, particularly amsin
school children, in our project and in contributbogtheir educational process. FrY presentatioesewnade

to local schools, some of which included river tetatopics within their curricula. Escorted riwide walks

are still regularly arranged and conducted by Ddassam, and these are popular over a wide a wiele ag
range, including school children.

In the earlier years | visited local schools in €om and Chorley, particularly to inform the
teachers/students of FrY’s aims and, with other bo#rd members, such as John Twinn and Dave Massam,
we continued to conduct many school visits up iy vecently. Most of the schoolchildren have sh@amn
intense interest in learning from the river bangitgiand believing, as | do, that water is the nragbrtant
ingredient of our earthly lives.

Move to Charitable Status

Another leading local member of FrY; lan Stricklamas instrumental in setting us up as a Charitable
Company, limited by guarantee, entering us in thatl Register of Charities, with effect from 5Wa
2005. lan became Company Secretary and has beghelpful in guiding us clear of any problems, whe
we were recently the subject of a study by the guwent agency; Entrust. | made it clear to onthef
leading lights in Entrust that there is no moreetifze and cost efficient means of achieving riifer
improvement than a voluntary body, when for exanpline order of up to 5000 trees are planted aaisqd
the buffer strips, entirely by voluntary labouredlas mentioned by Dave Massam and John Bamford.

Achievement of FrY’s Aims

Within the ten year period since setting up Frivlilennium Year 2000, the overall objective to adea the
conservation, protection, rehabilitation, remediatirestoration and improvement of the River Yarsowl
its tributaries, including the return of migratdigh; salmon and sea trout, as well as a variefiood and
fauna in general, and also the return of watersvated otters has been largely achieved. The refwtters
has been spearheaded by another leading local meBriz Marsh.
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Fish-passes

The original aim of the construction of Fish-passeseach of the four Yarrow weirs, has been cotagle

As mentioned before in many of our newsletters nlost downstream weir alongside Croston Cornmili wa
the first in our programme — for the obvious reatdwt fish had to ascend the lowest obstructiast, fir
although it transpired that salmon and sea traundat possible to get up over Croston weir in@erhigh
water conditions, before the fish-pass was contdicThe delay in the construction of Croston Vi#esh-
pass arose from the fact that the Environment Ageetected indications of water driven erosionhef t

main weir structure itself and following a consalta study it was clear that substantial overalicural
repair work would be needed before the fish-pastddoe added — as it transpired, only a little cvgear
ago.

As it turned out the first fish-pass was at Birkanr October 2002and FrY Board Member, John Bamford,
was amongst the first few people, in a lifetime,witness salmon ascending - a few days after nact&in.
This fish-pass, in Yarrow Valley Park Chorley, égarded as the most outstanding of the four notalied
and attracts large numbers of visitors, particyladhool
children, who generally rate it the finest sightarrow
Valley Park. Because older people, such as tHeaof
this article, rate it so highly, Lancashire Cou@uncil, in
consultation with Chorley Borough Council installedew
‘Interpretation Board’ on a newly constructed ‘Viewy
Platform’ in Yarrow Valley Park, overlooking therBacre
Weir and fish-pass. The new board includes detéiloow
the fish-pass operates, on similar lines to thelddx Weir
Fish-pass Interpretation Board. Access to Birk&dea for ] : L :
the disabled is an important feature of the newaltation. Pincocl Fish-pas:

L2t
&
£

The Pincock Weir Fish-pass, linking to the old maite was successfully
constructed by William Pye in summer 2005 and agadgratory fish were seen to
use the fish-pass shortly after completion.

The Duxbury Weir Fish-pass was also constructedusyspecialist contractor in

this field, William Pye, and a formal opening tgalace in August 2005. Again

migratory fish, sea trout and salmon were witnesseending the new fish-pass

within a few days of the opening — but sadly theyewdead fish taken illegally by

some naughty young local lads — no doubt with figlambitions - like myself and . )

other FrY members Another Interpretation Board ewected alongside the public Pincocl Fish-pas:
right of way opposite the fish- pass.

The final payment of £8891.31 for fencing
and related work in relation to Action Plan 1
. was made to A.T. Rogerson, Fencing
Contractor on 01/04/2004. This completed
all of the fencing, including new gates, stock
drinking facilities and style erection, in
Action Plan 1. The work was carried within
the budgeted cost of £49,500. The habitat
work included other related activities such as
planting by voluntary labour of over 3000

g : : 2 : trees. All of this work was carried out with
Duxbury Fish-pass the full co-operation of the farmers, whose
land was involved, and to the satisfaction of
all concerned.

My
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Obstructions to Water Flow

Before stock fencing could be installed, it wasessary to remove a large number of fallen willoses and
branches, which were obstructing flow and causmogien. Some additional work remained to be done i
this respect, in removing serious obstructions atewflow, between Yarrow Valley Park, Chorley, and
Eccleston.

The three FrY people now actively involved on theise activities are: John Bamford, Dave Massam and
Jim Potts. Jim, from nearby Eccleston, the soafémportant tributary Syd Brook, was Director afading
Standards of Lancashire County Council, up to ayears ago and has since retirement, been vemeamti
FrY’s behalf, particularly in regard to remediabrk to our buffer strips. A colleague of Jim’s thvi
Lancashire Trading Standard; Jane Miller, is alfferd Board member — she owns a riverside farm
upstream of Pincock Weir fish-pass — and has beentstanding example of a very supportive group of
Yarrow riverside farmers, as well as a being aiva@nd current FrY Board member..

Funding Sources, partnership and links with other oganisations.

In the process of achieving its aims and carryiagits Action Plans, FrY has established closedinkth a
number of other bodies, including:

Lancashire County Council, via the Lancashire Envionmental Fund (LEF)

This organisation has been outstandingly helpflitd For example of the total funding of £101, 160
Action Plan 1, approximately 75% of this was grdrg the Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF).
One of our very active recent Board Members: AldmtW@ker, was chairman of Lancashire County
Council, and agreed to join our Board a few years &llowing his retirement from LCC. Alan haseoe
very helpful — both in his LCC chairmanship rolelas one of our recent Board members. He kindly
secured us a nomination for “The Queen’s AwardMwuntary Service” — a recent development, which
considers making awards, similar to say an OBE/@Bidividuals, to voluntary bodies such as FrYe W
have been included in the national shortlist fahsan Award — but have yet to hear if we are being
honoured in that way? Thank you Alan for creasngh a possibility for FrY

Environment Agency (EA)

From the outset the EA has provided technical andifig support to Friends of the River Yarrow asd
mentioned in the early days has continued to inédisnpartner FrY in all our habitat improvement
initiatives. Darren Wilson, The EAs; local FisleOfficer, has been a source of tremendous hefrYan
a variety of ways — not least in the design andstration of our four fish-passes.

Chorley Borough Council

Chorley Borough Council has contributed in a nundferays to FrY’s success for example providing
£5,000 towards the cost of the Birkacre Weir FigisdPand also a further £2,000 towards the cosieof t
Duxbury Weir Fish Easement. The Chorley Boroughppebave been very helpful in many other respects
and we were the subject of an award form Chorleyesgears ago.

Awards for All

Funding of £5,000 from Awards for All allowed themmoval a number of obstructions caused by falleestr

mainly willow, the branches of which trapped latgentities of floating debris, causing diversiortlo#
river flow, resulting in erosion of bank sides arwhsequent siltation.
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The Mersey Basin Campaign (MBC)

The MBC, before its closure, after 20 years of wiarkleaning up the Mersey, focussed on improvirg t
quality of the region’s rivers, as a whole, inchglithe Ribble catchment, of which the Yarrow forpast.

The Mersey Basin Campaign provided a student planefrom Manchester University to carry out the
study of the quality of the water and ‘animal’ cemit of the Yarrow and its tributaries, the repartwhich is
now available.

In 2003 the MBC awarded its annual best environalegroup award, the North West Regional ‘Dragon Fly
Award’, sponsored by Unilever, to Friends of thedRiYarrow for its “outstanding achievements” ughat
point. FrY has won further awards since that timeluding the one from Chorley BC, and its achreeats
have been quoted in the European Union wide ENMARipation related to the Water Framework
Directive which seeks to publicise “Practical exdesp of improving water bodies of all descriptions.

Educational Activities

It is particularly gratifying to note the increagidegree of interest and enthusiasm being generatedal
schools in all aspects of the River Yarrow andnyidtole in improving the quality of the river aitd
environs. Direct involvement with local schoolslathool children continues. Trinity and St. Mielsa
School, Croston, are particularly interested inghgect and took a leading role, in associatioth Y,
and Action Douglas and Yarrow, in establishing ad@a Heritage Trail in Croston.

The Future/Building on Our Successes

Noxious weeds/Himalayan Balsam

Efforts are being made to reduce the incidencendésirable species of flora within the stock fensetier
strips. In conjunction with Action Douglas andri¥aw it is planned to have a major assault on the
Himalayan Balsam in May of this year, before thedsemature. The approach, as tried and approved by
English Nature, is to pull the Himalayan Balsam loyits roots and trample it into the bank siden appeal
will be made to ‘Friends’ to help with this impantgpiece of work.

Despite some setbacks, for example in initial aptsno secure funding for Action Plan 3, Friendshef
River Yarrow aim to continue their programme of it@timprovement, together with related activitits,

the River Yarrow and its tributaries in the foresae future.

Otter Holts

In addition to the return of salmon, sea trout aader voles evidence of the recent return of ottessbeen
detected by the Environment Agency with a few dpesightings. Led by Brian Marsh, the construotadf
a series of otter holts along the length of theriusing timber removed from obstructions hasrigkace.
The first of these was constructed near DuxburyrWei

FrY Yarrow-side Seat at Croston
A sponsored Chest Wax at the Lord Nelson, CrostoAugust 2006, raised £475 to construct a riversid
seat, which has been installed by Kath Almond enpéivement close to the old pack horse crossingn To

Bridge. The result has been much admired by lpeaple and the many visitors to the historic g#laf
Croston.
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Widening Interest in Fry

‘Friends of the River Yarrow’ now number over 1@00otal. Members continue to take a keen interest
our work, in supporting our social functions anddga walks, as well as providing voluntary supgort
activities such as clearing Himalayan Balsam. Bisplays at the annual Royal Lancashire Showaciéd
a great deal of attention and secured additionahlbees of our ‘Friends’ group. The annual Raft Riadce
by John Twinn, takes place in early July, and et&ra very large number of spectators — the biggest
gathering of any event in Croston throughout ther.ye

Friends of the River Yarrow Website

A FrY website;www.friendsoftheriveryarrow.co.uk, created and run by another very able Croston local
resident; John Richardson, is aimed at keepingFriends’ up to date on developments and progreds a
also to link with other organisations that suppmant efforts, such as the Lancashire Environmeniadi-the
Environment Agency and Chorley BC. It includespatvious newsletters since 2001 up to recentlglsb
includes Friends of the River Yarrow Membershiplejapion details and application form. A new young
member of our FrY Board, Roy Lofthouse, has agteddke over the running of our website — as s@n a
John Richardson feels he wants support in continthis very important aspect of FrY’s role.

Educational Activities

It is particularly gratifying to note the degreeintierest and enthusiasm being generated in lotalds in
all aspects of the River Yarrow and in Fry’s ral@mproving the quality of the river and its enviso John
Twinn is the main mover and shaker in this respdu works at a very high quality local schdgishop
Rawstorne.

Partnerships with other local bodies

FrY is working closely with other local bodies imetCroston area, such as the St Michaels and Ajefn
PCC to jointly promote better access to the Yamwerside for the local community, including school
children. Additional facilities have been providedhe church owned Croft Field, alongside thedRiv
Yarrow, to cater for better access along the ridgerk and in the provision of an educational boaralért
the public to the improvements in the quality o tiver and its environs.

Resignations from Fry:
| have decided to resign as Chairman of FrY atnext AGM in November 2011 — as | feel | have reache
the limit of my ability to lead our project andsttime for a more energetic Board Member to takéhe

chairing role.

lan Strickland has also decided to resign his Bdéedbership — but is prepared to continue his ingar
role as Company Secretary, if required by the Board

Mike Callery
23.03.2011
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The Windhover

Kestrels were once the most common British birgrefy. They are often seen hovering above motorway
verges and can also be seen on farm land adjacém River Yarrow, but in recent years they hagerb
declining in numbers. Buzzards and Sparrow Haw&saw more common than Kestrels.

The reasons for the decline are thought to be @saimgfarming practice as well as environmentahgles,
plus the more severe winter weather with frozesnmw covered ground for long periods. This makes it
difficult to find prey. Loss of suitable nest sitesalso thought to be a contributory factor fagitldecline.
When hunting for food they tend to hover over ogesund sometimes hanging almost motionless whilst
facing into the wind, making just slight adjustmentth their wing or tail feathers. The tail feathare
fanned out and depressed when they are hovering.

eThis gives them their nickname of “Windhover”.

No other bird of prey hovers so
frequently or for as long.

Their food consists mainly of
mice and voles, but they will also
feed on insects and worms. They
also scan the ground for prey
looking down from telegraph
wires or a look out perch in a tree
or building.

Both the male and female have a
red-brown (rufous) coloured back
although the male is a darker red
and has a light grey head and
upper tail feathers. The female is
slightly larger than the male.

They often breed in old crow’s

nests that are situated in groups of

trees or on cliff edges or sometimes even on mgklin towns. They also take readily to nest baxes
several have been placed on land in the localith®River Yarrow and are being monitored for bregd
success.

Friends of River Yarrow are also liaising with @dbschool encouraging pupils to make and monitdin b
Kestrel and Owl boxes. Watching Kestrels huntf faevering and then diving swiftly down to theiepris
one of the simple pleasures of the countryside.

B Marsh.
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The Brook

In Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem The Brook there ‘dralf a hundred bridges”.

How many bridges does the Yarrow have?

A bottle of wine for the first correct answer toM@avlassam 01772 601077

| come from haunts of coot and hern;
| make a sudden sally

And sparkle out among the fern,

To bicker down a valley.

By thirty hills I hurry down,

Or slip between the ridges,

By twenty thorpes, a little town,
And half a hundred bridges.

Till last by Philip's farm | flow

To join the brimming river,

For men may come and men may go,
But | go on for ever.

| chatter over stony ways,
In little sharps and trehles,
| bubble into eddying bays,
| babble on the pebbles.

With many a curve my banks | fret
By many a field and fallow,

And many a fairy foreland set
With willow-weed and mallow.

| chatter, chatter, as | flow

To join the brimming river,

For men may come and men may go,
But | go on for ever.

| wind about, and in and out,
With here a blossom sailing,
And here and there a lusty trout,
And here and there a grayling,

And here and there a foamy flake
Upon me, as | travel

With many a silvery water break
Above the golden gravel,

And draw them all along, and flow

To join the brimming river

For men may come and men may go,
But | go on for ever.

| steal by lawns and grassy plots,
| slide by hazel covers

| move the sweet forget-me-nots
That grow for happy lovers.

| slip, I slide, | gloom, | glance,
Among my skimming swallows;

| make the netted sunbeam dance
Against my sandy shallows.

| murmur under moon and stars
In brambly wildernesses;

| linger by my shingly bars;

| loiter round my cresses;

And out again | curve and flow

To join the brimming river,

For men may come and men may go,
But | go on for ever.
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Return of the Tree Planters

Old Shaw Green Tree Planting Completed

The trees on our new buffer strip
along the river to the south of Old
Shaw Green have now been planted
We have planted 500 indigenous
varieties along the 900-metre strip.

Our thanks go to Lancashire County
Council for their financial help, Mr
Holden the farmer who was very
generous with the amount of land he
allocated and last but not least our
band of volunteers. These were Johr
Bamford, Paul Marshall and the
recently retired Jim Potts.

Once again thanks to all concerned.

David Massam

This year’s planting has been very
difficult because of the heavy frost
which prevented the nursery from
lifting the stock and ourselves from
planting. We usually plant before
Christmas but this year we did not
finish until the third of February.

Page 11



Eller Brook- Pollution of the River Yarrow

Unfortunately progress in connection with the abpragect has been slowed down considerably. Thaydel
in obtaining the proposed site drawings and appnaige cost is due to the Coal Authority being sutijec
cuts and staff reductions as is happening with mogérnment agencies.

However, | have kept in touch with the Coal Auttypthroughout this period to monitor any progress o
this project. After numerous discussions with mgteat at the Coal Authority | did eventually receiv

outline drawings of the scheme, approximate codtaalist of recommended contractors capable of
undertaking the work.

The approximate cost would be at the worst £80kHiCoal Authority have assured me that this sum
could be reduced considerably by following theeammendations of cost reduction.

The next stage will be to organise a meeting withuarious agencies and plan a way forward. THisei
organised over the summer period and | will repost progress in the Autumn News Letter.

J T Bamford

A Winter Wonderland Weir

Our thanks go to Mrs Gillett, one of our membeos,this stunning photograph she captured of Birkacr
Weir and Fish Pass during the big freeze of Wia6£9/10.

It could be quite a while before we manage to vasnguch a beautiful sight again.

As you can see, we've added it as the cover tmtdgazine and we will be adding it to the gallerytiom
new web site.

Well done Mrs Gillett.
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Into the Unknown

I'd passed John’s sign on numerous occasions wtdreéen walking past the gate down to the woodkeat
end of our road, and always thought “I must speakohn about joining”. It's probably taken me agle
of years to actually get around to doing just gt thought I'd also offer my help.

Having spent more than fifteen years working irl bffered to help out with the web site and anyeotiT
related work | could do and John quickly made us@at with some help on his mailing labels. At thee

he was manually editing the addresses onto thésléiiremselves and it was a real challenge justikgehpe
names and addresses in any sort of order. Wewenmaved the names and addresses into a databasie whi
means we can make use of a lot of extra functignafid also don’t have to worry about keeping etienyg
aligned.

I've also taken over the editing of the news lstteom John Twinn (I hope you like the new laycany
offered to take on the administration of the weabag well:

Proposed new web site

New features for the web site will include:

Online membership submission
Online donations

Picture gallery

Online contact and queries
Seasonal menu image
Downloadable news letters

If there’s anything else you’'d like to see on thebvegite then let us know.

Roy Lofthouse
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Calling all FrY Members

Himalayan Balsanfimpatiens glandulifera)s an introduced plant which has escaped from garded is
rapidly colonising river banks and other areasashd ground. It is an annual plant which grows toutb
2m with purplish-pink slipper shaped flowers in durAugust. When the seed pods are mature, they
explode when touched, scattering the seed. lkéhiithat the seeds are further spread by wateememnts.
Himalayan Balsam forms dense stands which supfitesgrowth of grasses and native British plants
leaving the banks bare of vegetation in autumnvainter and liable to erosion.

Last year we successfully held a balsam bash to
remove all the Himalayan balsam on the banks of the
Yarrow in the croft field at Croston. We have been
asked to repeat this on SaturddyJine at 10am.

We invite you all to come along with gloves as just
pulling it out works really well when it is at thesarly
growth stage.

Please make the effort to come along.
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FrY Walks

Sunday 8 May 2011

Croston/UInes Walton Circular

This walk takes us by both Rivers Lostock and Yari/e will see the new fish pass at Croston MileC

This is a walk of about 4 miles with some stiled aough field footpath

A
Meet at Croston Railway StationZ280pm (giving time to digest Sunday lur =o.=

.
a5

Friday ' July 2011 '-

=, .
Rufford and Mere Sands Wood ":

This is a flat walk of about three miles with gguaths and opportunity to observe the birds at Mieneds
(do bring your binoculars!)

Meet at Rufford Railws Station at 6.30p -0"

Sunday 18 October 2011

The Source of the Yarrow & &

This is an ever popular walk that presents diffevégws every time
A walk of approximately four miles, through LeadridiValley and over the moor to cross the first dpei
overthe Yarrow. Again bring binoculars as the distaetws can be very impressi

Meet at Anglezark Car Park at 2.30 "‘
&y,
-r. =]
P e
All Fry walks are free and membership is not reegito participat: -
Well behaved dogs are more than welcc -,
2 B
For more details ring: ™"

Dave Massam 01772 601077
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Improve conditions for wildlife, such as water vole and otters

Improve water quality
Improve habitat for fish — including the return of migratory fish such as sea

trout and salmon
4. Raise awareness of the importance of our river anilentify opportunities for

education

whN e

Spotting and Reporting Pollution
Environment Agency's Incident Hotline Ring 0800 80 70 60 (open 24 hrs)
or if United Utilities directly related

Ring 08456 020406
For advice from members of FrY :
Ring John Bamford 01257 264 014; John Twinn 017720 321
Dave Massam 01772 601077

" #$%&' %()#S)
* -




